ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
to  the 

HAILSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
1957 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hails  ham  Rural  District 
Council , 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1957. 

This  was  a healthy  year  in  general  and,  apart  from  the 
influenza  pandemic  in  the  late  months  of  the  year,  the  incidence 
of  infectious  diseases  was  remarkably  low. 

Steady  progress  is  being  made  in  all  those  matters  concerning 
the  environmental  welfare  of  the  population,  but  there  seems  to 
be  a considerable  delay  between  the  conception  and  the  execution 
of  any  major  scheme. 

All  members  of  the  public  health  staff  have  worked  hard 
throughout  the  year  and  I am  indebted  to  all  those  who  have 
contributed  in  some  way  to  this  report. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support 
during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  A.  COLLINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-  Dr.  L.  A.  Collins,  M.B., 
time),  also  School  Medical  Officer  B.Ch.,  D.P.M.,  D.P.H. 
for  East  Sussex  County  Council 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  E.  J.  J.  Chapman,  F.G.S., 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector  Cert.R.S.I.  (until  March) 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  L.  E.  Scott,  Cert.S.I.B. 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector  (from  April) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  M.  F.  Warman,  Cert.S.I.B. 

R.  R.  Creasey,  Cert.S.I.B. 

Sanitary  Assistant  and  Rodent  J.  F.  Stanford 
Operator 

Rodent  Operator 

Chief  Clerk 

Clerical  Assistants 


R.  Cousins 
R.  S.  Oak 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Salvage 
Miss  M.  Wright 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received  during  the  year  was  374  as  compared  with  531  for  1956. 

During  October  14  cases  of  post-influenzal  pneumonia  were 
notified  and  this  was  the  peak  month  of  the  influenza  epidemic 
in  this  district.  There  was  a slight  recrudescence  again  at  the 
end  of  December  which  followed  on  into  the  following  year. 

Measles 

Only  140  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  400  in  1956. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  154  cases  of  whooping  cough  compared  with 
57  in  1956  and  25  in  1955.  Thus  there  has  been  a steady  rise 
in  the  number  of  cases  despite  the  fact  that  more  children  have 
been  immunised  against  whooping  cough.  Examination  was 
made  of  the  record  cards  of  all  cases  of  children  aged  three  years 
and  under.  This  age  period  was  chosen  as  these  children  were 
more  likely  to  have  received  immunisation  against  whooping 
cough.  Of  the  39  cases,  records  held  in  this  department  showed 
that  23  had  in  fact  received  inoculation  against  whooping  cough. 
It  is  wrong  of  course  to  make  firm  deductions  from  such  small 
figures  but  they  do  at  least  suggest  that  the  prophylactic  used  in 
the  inoculations  against  whooping  cough  is  not  very  efficacious 
in  the  prevention  of  attacks  of  the  disease.  It  has  however  been 
brought  forward  that  it  modifies  the  disease,  making  the  attacks 
milder.  For  this  reason  it  is  more  difficult  to  spot  the  cases 
and  many  children  remain  for  long  periods  in  school  spreading 
the  disease  to  other  children.  As  the  public  is  now  so 
inoculation-conscious  it  is  important  that  the  true  effects  of  each 
different  preparation  be  well  known  in  order  that  disappointment 
with  one  prophylactic  does  not  lead  to  loss  of  faith  in  proved 
successes. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  only  7 cases  of  scarlet  fever  compared  with  22 
in  1956.  Scarlet  fever  is  often  now  so  mild  with  only  a slight 
transient  rash  that  mild  cases  may  quite  easily  pass  undetected. 

Diphtheria 

Again  there  was  no  case  of  diphtheria  during  the  year,  there 
having  been  only  one  imported  case  during  the  last  ten  years. 
During  the  ten  years  from  1933  to  1942  there  were  66  cases  with 
four  deaths. 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis 

There  was  one  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  and  three  cases 
of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  during  the  year.  All  cases  were 
very  slight  and  in  the  case  of  two  of  the  non-paralytic  cases 
there  was  some  degree  of  doubt  with  regard  to  the  diagnosis. 
Two  other  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  observation 
suspected  of  suffering  from  poliomyelitis  and  found  to  be  suffering 
from  some  other  condition.  There  was  no  connection  between 
any  of  the  notified  cases,  nor  could  any  of  them  be  traced  back 
to  any  case  elsewhere. 

Dysentery 

There  was  the  usual  small  outbreak  of  dysentery  in  Hellingly 
Hospital  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  All  cases  were  of  the 
same  Flexner  type  which  appears  to  be  endemic  in  the  hospital. 

Apart  from  this  only  two  children  were  notified  as  cases  of 
Sonne  dysentery  from  Pevensey  Bay.  In  addition  a family 
infected  with  Sonne  dysentery  outside  the  district  and  returning 
to  Laughton  were  further  investigated  and  followed  up  until 
shown  to  be  free  from  infection. 

Typhoid  Fever 

There  were  no  cases  of  typhoid  or  para-typhoid  fever 
during  the  year.  Three  chronic  typhoid  carriers  still  remained 
under  observation  at  Hellingly  Hospital. 

Food  Poisoning 

A boy  aged  six  years  from  Heathfield  was  notified  as  infected 
with  Salmonella  typhi-murium.  Investigation  revealed  that  of 
the  family  of  five  persons  involved,  the  mother  and  a brother 
were  also  symptomless  excretors  of  Salmonella  typhi-murium. 
Further  investigations  were  carried  out  until  all  were  shown  to 
be  free  from  infection. 

In  August  a girl  aged  eight  years  from  Hellingly  was  reported 
to  be  infected  with  Salmonella  typhi-murium.  On  investigation 
it  was  found  that  her  mother,  who  was  a canteen  worker  at 
Hellingly  Hospital,  was  a symptomless  excretor  of  Salmonella 
typhi-murium.  The  mother  was  taken  off  canteen  work  until 
shown  to  be  free  from  infection. 

In  neither  of  these  cases  was  it  possible  to  discover  the 
original  source  of  infection. 

One  other  suspected  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  a family 
at  Heathfield  was  also  investigated  and  shown  not  to  be  food 
poisoning. 
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At  the  request  of  an  hotel  keeper,  kitchen  staff  were  examined 
for  the  carrier  state  but  no  carriers  were  detected. 

Tuberculosis 

Five  deaths  were  attributable  to  tuberculosis  in  1957.  With 
such  a sjnall  population  in  question  there  are  bound  to  be 
fluctuations  from  year  to  year.  However  the  trend  can  be 
determined  by  taking  the  average  number  of  deaths  over  a 
ten-year  period.  During  the  decade  from  1938  to  1947  the 
average  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  this  district  was 
16*9  per  year,  whereas  from  1948  to  1957  the  average  has  fallen 
to  5*6  per  year,  which  is  a very  satisfactory  reduction. 

The  East  Sussex  Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried  out  surveys 
at  Heathfield  and  Pevensey  Bay  during  the  year.  A total  number 
of  1,089  persons  were  X-rayed.  There  were  no  cases  of  active 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  but  five  cases  of  inactive  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  discovered. 

Portuguese  Man-o’-war  Jellyfish 

In  common  with  other  southern  coastal  areas,  the  presence 
of  Portuguese  Man-o’-War  jellyfish  was  noted  in  the  sea  about 
the  middle  of  September.  Investigations  showed  that  very  few 
indeed  came  close  inshore  in  this  district  and  I did  not  hear  of 
any  person  in  this  district  being  stung  by  one.  Undoubtedly, 
the  dangerous  nature  of  the  sting  has  been  much  exaggerated. 
Even  a wasp’s  sting  may  be  lethal  but  one  does  not  normally 
regard  a wasp  as  a dangerous  insect. 

VACCINATION  RECORDS  RECEIVED 

1956  Vaccinations  278  Re- vaccinations  124  Total  402 

1957  Vaccinations  335  Re-vaccinations  190  Total  525 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

When  there  are  no  cases  of  diphtheria  from  year  to  year 
within  the  district  it  is  necessary  to  look  at  the  figures  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  to  see  how  nearly  this  disease  has 
been  conquered.  In  the  10  years  from  1933  to  1942  corrected 
notifications  of  diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales  averaged  55,125 
and  the  deaths  averaged  2,783  per  annum,  whereas  in  1956 
there  were  only  53  notifications  with  8 deaths. 

The  response  of  the  public  to  immunisation  remains 
satisfactory  and  in  fact  the  public  are  very  “immunisation 
conscious”  and  this  state  has  probably  been  enhanced  by  the 
publicity  the  press  have  given  to  immunisation  against  polio- 
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myelitis.  It  is  possible  even  that  the  frustrations  provoked  by 
shortage  of  supplies  in  the  first  instance  have  served  to  stimulate 
the  appetite  of  the  population  for  immunisation. 

As  more  and  more  diseases  become  included  in  the 
immunisation  programme  it  seems  important  whenever  possible 
to  use  “combined”  injections,  even  though  there  may  be  slight 
disadvantages  in  their  use.  Any  minute  additional  risk  is  soon 
offset  by  the  other  risk  that  in  increasing  the  number  of  injections 
the  number  of  acceptances  might  be  reduced. 

The  fact  that  the  acceptance  rate  is  being  maintained  in  this 
district  is  shown  by  the  following  figures  for  the  last  three  years : — 

1955  Complete  Course  380  Refresher  Doses  720 

1956  Complete  Course  420  Refresher  Doses  897 

1957  Complete  Course  462  Refresher  Doses  886 

Of  the  complete  courses  given  during  the  year,  130  were  of 
the  combined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  and  310  were  of 
the  triple  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  antigen. 

During  the  year  I personally  conducted  regular  immunisa- 
tion clinics  at  Hailsham,  Heathfield  and  Polegate,  and  occasional 
clinics  at  Alfriston,  Chiddingly,  East  Hoathly,  Hankham, 
Hellingly,  Herstmonceux,  Horam,  Maynards  Green,  Ninfield, 
Pevensey,  Westham  and  Willingdon. 

The  annual  return,  showing  separate  figures  for  the  children 
inoculated  during  the  last  five  years  and  for  children  last 
inoculated  more  than  five  years  ago,  is  given  below: — 


Age  on  31.12.57, 
i.e.  born  in  year 

Under  1 
1957 

1-4 

1953-1956 

5-9 

1948-1952 

10-14 

1943-1947 

Under  15 
Total 

Number  of 
children 
whose  last 
course  (prim- 
ary or  booster) 
was  completed 
in  the  period 
1953-1957 

127 

1,391 

1,888 

1,433 

4,839 

Number  of 
children 
whose  last 
course  (prim- 
ary or  booster) 
was  completed 
in  the  period 
1952  or  earlier 

— 

— 

528 

1,301 

1,829 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


Section  50 

It  was  necessary  for  the  Council  to  exercise  their  powers 
under  this  Act  and  to  arrange  for  the  burial  of  an  unidentified 
woman  found  dead  on  the  foreshore  at  Birling  Gap.  Subsequently 
identification  was  established  and  the  cost  of  the  burial  was 
reclaimed  from  the  next  of  kin. 

Section  47 

No  formal  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  during  the 

year. 


CANCER  OF  THE  LUNGS 

In  this  district  during  1957,  among  males,  about  1 in  12 
deaths  was  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung.  It  has  been  roughly 
estimated  that  among  males  who  are  non-smokers  only  about 
1 in  300  deaths  are  due  to  lung  cancer  whereas  among  heavy 
smokers  about  1 in  8 deaths  are  due  to  lung  cancer.  If 
preventible,  then  why  not  prevented  ? About  85%  of  the  deaths 
due  to  lung  cancer  are  considered  to  be  caused  by  smoking. 
Therefore  one  can  ascribe  about  110  deaths  to  this  cause  in  this 
district  during  the  last  eight  years.  However,  it  is  up  to  the 
individual  to  make  a personal  decision  as  to  the  risks  that  are 
worth  taking  in  order  to  indulge  in  the  various  pleasures  of  life. 
It  is  worth  knowing  that  when  smoking  has  been  given  up  for  a 
year  or  more,  mortality  prospects  begin  to  improve.  After 
ten  years  the  death  rates  of  light  ex-smokers  return  to  those  of 
non-smokers,  and  the  death  rates  of  heavy  ex-smokers  become 
only  50%  higher  than  those  of  non-smokers.  More  important 
still  is  that  young  people  should  be  encouraged  not  to  smoke 
before  they  have  started  the  habit  of  smoking  which  is  indeed  a 
very  difficult  habit  to  break. 

Deaths  due  to  Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1950 

5 

3 

8 

1951 

7 

2 

9 

1952 

7 

6 

13 

1953 

13 

3 

16 

1954 

13 

1 

14 

1955 

13 

3 

16 

1956 

18 

6 

24 

1957 

27 

3 

30 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  Registrar  General  has  stated  that  the  death  rate  area 
comparability  factors  have  been  adjusted  specifically  to  take 
account  of  the  presence  of  any  residential  institution  in  each  area. 
In  addition,  the  birth  rate  area  comparability  factors  have  also 
been  adjusted  specifically  for  each  area  to  take  account  of  the 
presence  of  sterile  population  in  such  institutions. 

The  comparability  factor  for  deaths  was  0*57  in  1957 
compared  with  0-61  in  1956. 

The  comparability  factor  for  births  was  T25  compared  with 
1-21  in  1956. 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  10-04  compared  with  11-5  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  was  13-8  compared  with  16-1  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  9-4  per  thousand  registered 
live  births,  which  is  very  satisfactory  compared  with  a record 
low  infant  mortality  rate  of  23-1  for  the  whole  of  the  country. 


Statistics 

Area  in  acres  . . . . . . . . . . 94,668 

Census  population  (1951)  . . . . . . . . 36,916 

Population  estimated  to  middle  year  . . . . 38,770 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . . ..  13,106 

Rateable  value  . . . . . . . . £487,640 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  . . . . £1,963  4s.  2d. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (not  corrected)  . . 11-0 

Comparability  factor  T25 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected)  . . . . 13-8 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  registered  live  births.  . 9-4 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  (not  corrected)  . . . . 17-6 

Camparability  factor  0-57 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  (corrected)  . . . . . . 10-0 


Senile  mortality  as  percentage  of  total  deaths  (65  and  over)  77-6 


Births 

Legitimate : 

Total 

406 

Illegitimate : 

Total 

21 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate : 

Total 

5 

Illegitimate : 

Total 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 

Legitimate : 

Total 

3 

Illegitimate : 

Total 

1 

Males  217 

Females 

189 

Males 

9 

Females 

12 

Males 

4 

Females 

1 

Males 

year  of 

age 

Females 

Males 

1 

Females 

2 

Males 

— 

Females 

1 
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Comparative  Vital  Statistics 

Birth  Infantile  Death 
Rate  Mortality  Rate 
Hailsham  Rural  13-8  9-4  10*04 

England  and  Wales  ..  16*1  23*1  11*5 


Causes  of  Death 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . . 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males  Females 
2 2 

1 

— 1 


1 — 

10  3 

27  3 

10 
3 

17  19 

3 — 

4 3 

49  60 

50  42 

1 4 

57  102 

17  16 

3 4 

23  31 

9 5 

5 2 

2 2 
2 

5 4 

4 — 

1 1 

16  30 

2 2 

6 14 
3 


317  366 


9 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  Age  Groups 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Under 
1 yr. 

1 

yr. 

2 

yrs. 

3 

yrs. 

4 

yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10-14 

yrs. 

15-24 

yrs. 

25  yrs. 
<Sf  over 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

- — 

— 

7 

Whooping 

Cough 

12 

8 

8 

11 

17 

88 

7 

2 

1 

154 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Measles 

2 

14 

12 

10 

9 

69 

19 

4 

1 

140 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

36 

41 

Pneumonia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

18 

23 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

| 

2 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

2 i 

2 

Cases  Notified  or  Admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital 
and  Total  Deaths 


Disease 

Total 

Notified 

Admitted 
to  Isolation 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

154 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4 

4 

— 

Measles 

140 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

41 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

23 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

— 

Other  Observation  Cases 

— 

2 

— 
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Number  of  Cases  Removed  to  Isolation  Hospital 
Each  Month 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Period 

Res- 

piratory 

N on-res- 
piratory 

Res- 

piratory 

Non-res- 

piratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5 years 

5-14  years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 5-24  years 

25-44  years 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

45-64  years 

4 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

65  and  over 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

7 

7 

- 

i 

2 

2 

- 

1 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  district  is  supplied  by  main  water  from  three  statutory 
water  undertakings,  namely  (a)  The  B exhill  Corporation, 
(6)  Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company,  and  ( c ) Heathfield  and 
District  Water  Company.  Regular  analyses  of  the  water  supplied 
in  the  mains  prove  that  the  supplies  continue  to  be  of  a good 
quality. 
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There  are  also  three  different  estate  water  supplies  serving 
the  parishes  of  Alciston,  Berwick  and  Litlington  respectively, 
and  regular  analyses  of  the  water  have  proved  satisfactory. 

In  January  a local  Inquiry  was  held  in  Hailsham  by  an 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  in  connection  with  the  Council’s 
application  for  loan  sanction  for  the  North  Western  Parishes 
Water  Scheme  and  subsequently  approval  in  principle  was  given. 
In  order  that  the  whole  or  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Alciston, 
Arlington,  Berwick,  Chalvington,  Chiddingly,  East  Hoathly, 
Hellingly,  Horam,  Laughton,  Ripe  and  Selmeston  could  be 
supplied  it  was  necessary  for  the  Eastbourne  Waterworks 
Company  to  obtain  an  Order  under  Sections  10  and  23  of  the 
Water  Act,  1945,  extending  their  statutory  area  of  supply  and 
such  an  Order  was  made  on  the  11th  September,  1957. 

Water  for  the  proposed  scheme  was  planned  to  be  extracted 
from  the  Downs,  and  as  a trial  borehole  proved  successful 
a 30-inch  borehole  was  sunk.  Test  pumping  over  a period  of 
45  hours  gave  30,000  gallons  per  hour  and  this  was  then  increased 
to  50,000  gallons  per  hour  for  a further  period  of  27  hours. 
The  supply  having  therefore  proved  adequate  it  would  seem 
that  the  next  step  will  be  for  the  Water  Company  to  invite  tenders 
for  the  construction  of  a reservoir  and  the  laying  of  mains,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  Water  Company  will  be  in  a position  to  do  so 
in  1958. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
mains  were  laid  to  supply  the  hamlets  of  Three  Cups,  Turners 
Green  and  Rushlake  Green  within  the  Parish  of  Warbleton. 

The  Emergency  Water  Service  whereby  householders  in 
need  are  provided  with  main  water  by  means  of  an  800-gallon 
water  tanker,  continued  to  operate  and  during  the  year  1,024,600 
gallons  were  delivered. 

Extension  of  Mains 

Bexhill  Corporation — Short  lengths  of  mains  were  laid  in 
Buckwell  Hill,  Herstmonceux,  and  Cabbage  Lane,  Bodle  Street. 

Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company — During  the  year  a further 
2,440  yards  of  main  varying  in  size  from  2 in.  to  6 in.  were  laid 
in  the  parishes  of  Eastdean,  Hailsham,  Pevensey,  Polegate, 
Westham  and  Willingdon.  Generally  these  extensions  were  in 
connection  with  new  developments. 

Heathfield  and  District  Water  Company — 4,885  yards  of 
main  varying  in  size  from  3 in.  to  8 in.  were  laid  in  Warbleton 
Parish  to  serve  the  hamlets  of  Three  Cups,  Turners  Green  and 
Rushlake  Green. 
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300  yards  of  3 in.  main  were  laid  in  Heathfield  to  replace  a 
2 in.  main  and  to  augment  the  supply  in  that  area,  whilst  a further 
length  of  290  yards  of  3 in.  main  was  laid  to  serve  the  Council’s 
new  housing  estate  at  Horam. 

Distribution  of  Supplies 

The  following  table  details  the  distribution  of  piped  supplies, 
showing  that  approximately  80*7%  of  the  population  is  provided 
with  main  water. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  above  figure  is  not  comparable  to 
the  figure  quoted  in  the  previous  years  as  there  has  been  a change 
in  the  method  of  estimating  the  population  of  the  various  parishes, 
and  more  accurate  figures  have  been  available  from  the  respective 
water  undertakings. 


Estimated 

No.  of  Houses  Supplied 

Population 

— 

Parish 

Supplied  by 

By 

By 

By 

Public  or 

Public 

Stand- 

Private 

Private  Main 

Main 

Pipe 

Main 

Alciston 

93 

— 

— 

37 

Alfriston 

537 

204 

— 

— 

Arlington 

176 

44 

25 

— 

Berwick 

86 

1 

— 

30 

Chalvington  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chiddingly 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eastdean 

760 

305 

— 

— 

East  Hoathly 

130 

48 

— 

— 

Folkington 

56 

21 

— 

— 

Friston 

235 

92 

— 

— 

Hailsham 

4,915 

1,709 

— 

— 

Heathfield 

2,830 

976 

— 

— 

Hellingly 

2,080 

437 

— 

— 

Herstmonceux 

1,412 

477 

— 

— 

Hooe 

221 

85 

— 

— 

Horam 

1,275 

428 

— 

— 

Jevington 

122 

10 

37 

— 

Laughton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Litlington 

98 

— 

— 

39 

Lullington 

26 

5 

— 

2 

Ninfield 

985 

345 

— 

— 

Pevensey 

1,865 

913 

— 

— 

Polegate 

4,303 

1,586 

— 

— 

Ripe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Selmeston 

3 

— 

— 

1 

Waldron 

2,270 

789 

— 

— 
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Estimated  No.  of  Houses  Supplied 

Population  


Parish 

Supplied  by 

By . 

By 

By 

Public  or 

Public 

Stand- 

Private 

Private  Main 

Main 

Pipe 

Main 

Warbleton 

255 

91 



— 

Warding 

394 

134 

— 

— 

Westdean 

60 

22 

10 

— 

Westham 

1,804 

642 

— 

— 

Willingdon 

4,099 

1,502 

— 

— 

Wilmington 

201 

66 

— 

— 

Total 

. . 31,291 

10,932 

72 

109 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  construction  of  the  major  part  of  the  new  sea  outfall 
for  the  Pevensey  and  Westham  Sewerage  Scheme  was  carried 
out  and  work  commenced  on  the  new  pumping  station  which  is 
scheduled  to  be  completed  in  1958. 

The  small  sewage  purification  plant  serving  the  Hawthylands 
Estate  at  Hailsham,  which  was  inadequate  and  not  functioning 
correctly,  was  demolished  and  a new  gravitational  sewer  was 
laid  to  convey  sewage  from  this  estate  to  the  Council’s  pumping 
station  at  Battle  Road,  Hailsham.  A small  extension  from  this 
sewer  enabled  several  properties  in  Battle  Road  to  be  connected. 

Among  minor  works  carried  out  by  direct  labour  has  been 
a sewer  extension  to  serve  twelve  properties  in  Polegate  which 
had  previously  been  drained  to  cesspools;  the  provision  of  a 
storm-water  overflow  at  Horam  to  prevent  the  flooding  of 
nearby  cottages ; the  re-laying  of  the  lower  lengths  of  the  village 
sewer  at  Warding;  and  reconstruction  of  one  of  the  two  filter 
beds  at  the  Gardner  Street,  Herstmonceux,  sewage  works. 

Tenders  were  invited  for  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  new  combined  sewage  purification  works  at  Polegate  and 
trunk  sewers,  etc.,  in  the  parishes  of  Polegate  and  Willingdon 
as  the  existing  works  were  grossly  overloaded  and  obsolescent. 

Working  drawings  in  connection  with  the  Alfriston  Sewerage 
Scheme  were  completed  and  approved  by  the  Council  during  the 
year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  in  1958. 

Public  Cleansing — House  Refuse  Removal 

There  were  no  alterations  in  the  Refuse  Collection  Scheme 
during  the  year  and  therefore  weekly  collections  continued  in 


14 


the  urbanised  parishes  of  Alfriston,  Hailsham,  Pevensey,  Polegate 
and  Willingdon  whilst  fortnightly  collections  were  operated  in 
the  remainder  of  the  district  which  is  rural  in  character. 

The  development  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district 
continued  and  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  a 
regular  service  of  refuse  collection,  especially  as  some  of  the 
refuse  vehicles  are  now  over  ten  years  old  and  needed  constant 
repair  and  maintenance. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  the  Council  considered  a report 
on  the  vehicles  employed  on  refuse  collection  and  decided  to 
purchase  in  1958  a new  Dennis  Paxit  Major  II  to  replace  two 
existing  ten-year-old  side-loading  refuse  vehicles. 

The  existing  fleet  consists  of  six  Dennis  side-loading  vehicles, 
each  of  10  cubic  yard  capacity,  and  there  are  twenty-one  men 
employed  on  collection.  Despite  the  growth  of  the  district  the 
number  of  vehicles  and  workmen  employed  has  remained 
constant  for  several  years. 

It  is  estimated  that  6,592  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  during 
the  year,  i.e.  an  average  of  9*32  cwts.  per  1,000  head  of  population 
per  day. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  partly  by  controlled  tipping  and  partly 
by  incineration  and  consolidation  at  three  main  tips,  one  in  the 
northern,  one  in  the  central,  and  one  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
district. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  the  tenant  farmer,  notice  to  quit  the 
southern  tip  was  received,  and  as  the  central  tip  was  also  rapidly 
filling  up  and  had  a very  limited  life  it  was  necessary  to  acquire 
an  alternative  site.  Despite  a diligent  search,  it  was  not  possible 
to  obtain  a suitable  site  in  the  southern  area  but  a new  site  of 
2-16  acres  was  found  at  Hellingly.  Although  this  will  necessitate 
longer  hauls  there  will  be  a consequent  saving  of  labour  with 
one  less  tip. 

The  Council  considered  the  question  of  the  replacement  of 
the  Chaseside  mechanical  shovel,  which  had  very  limited  uses  on 
the  refuse  tips,  and  decided  to  replace  with  a Bray  BL  430 
four-wheel-drive  shovel  in  1958.  Two  men  and  the  Chaseside 
shovel  together  with  the  driver  are  fully  employed  on  the  three 
tips. 

Maintenance  Depot 

The  alterations  to  the  workshop,  store,  and  the  provision 
of  four  new  garages  and  a proper  washdown  were  completed  in 
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the  early  part  of  the  year.  This  is  only  the  first  stage  towards  a 
Central  Depot  and  it  will  be  necessary  later  to  erect  further 
garages  so  that  the  majority  of  the  Council’s  vehicles  can  be 
housed  on  the  site. 

The  Foreman  Mechanic  has  successfully  kept  the  ageing 
fleet  of  vehicles  running  efficiently. 

District  Salvage  Scheme 

Salvaging  of  raw  materials  continued  on  a reduced  basis. 
The  low  prices  obtainable  for  paper  and  other  materials  and  the 
relatively  high  cost  of  labour  make  the  salvaging  of  large 
quantities  uneconomical. 

Cesspool  Cleansing 

There  are  three  750  gallon  Dennis  cesspool  emptiers 
employed  on  this  service.  Except  in  the  parishes  of  Heathfield, 
Horam  and  Waldron,  where  the  cost  is  covered  by  a special  rate 
levied,  the  work  is  carried  out  on  request  and  on  payment  of 
specified  charges.  These  charges  have  not  been  increased  since 
the  scheme  started,  despite  the  yearly  increase  in  running  and 
labour  costs,  and  in  an  endeavour  to  reduce  fuel  costs  it  has  been 
the  policy  to  replace  petrol  engines  with  diesel  engines.  Despite 
the  charges  and  economic  efforts,  it  is  still  necessary  to  make  a 
contribution  towards  the  cost  of  this  service  from  the  general 
rate  fund. 

Disposal  of  cesspool  contents  is  usually  on  agricultural  land 
or  woodland  remote  from  houses  and  streams.  Difficulty  has 
again  been  experienced  in  finding  suitable  sites  and  it  may 
shortly  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to  acquire  land  for  this 
purpose. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  works  carried  out  during 
the  year. 

Cesspools  Loads 

District  Scheme  . . . . . . 1,866  3,496 

Heathfield,  Horam  and  Waldron  Scheme  1,825  2,873 

Removal  of  Night  Soil 

Night  soil  is  still  removed  twice  weekly  in  the  parish  of 
Alfriston.  This  antiquated  system  should  be  abolished  at  the 
very  first  opportunity,  but  it  cannot  be  until  the  village  of 
Alfriston  is  re-drained.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  plans  have 
already  been  prepared  for  the  re-drainage  of  Alfriston,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  within  the  next  two  years  night  soil  removal  will 
be  a thing  of  the  past. 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

Development  in  many  parts  of  the  district  has  produced  a 
large  number  of  building  sites  which  are  subject  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Factories  Acts,  and  here  it  is  found  that  the  provision 
of  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  is  frequently  overlooked. 

Industry  has  not  increased  in  the  area  and  where  any  default 
or  nuisance  has  been  found  the  co-operation  of  the  management 
has  been  sufficient  for  the  correction  of  the  trouble  without 
recourse  to  statutory  action. 

Shops  Act,  1950,  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

The  general  improvement  in  the  standard  of  hygiene  that 
resulted  from  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  is  maintained  and 
statutory  action  in  respect  of  contraventions  has  been  necessary 
in  one  case  only. 

Court  proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955,  against  a butcher  who  persisted  in  smoking 
in  his  food  rooms,  despite  warnings.  The  magistrates  convicted 
and  imposed  a fine  of  £30.  The  effect  on  food  handlers  in  the 
area  was  marked. 

As  a result  of  informal  action  taken  in  1956,  one  butcher’s 
shop  and  one  fried  fish  shop  have  closed. 

The  following  contraventions  were  noted  during  the  year 
and  a summary  of  inspections  is  given. 

Contraventions  of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 


Lack  of  wash  hand  basin 

..  3 

Lack  of  hot  water 

..  3 

Lack  of  facilities  for  cleansing  utensils 

..  1 

Fittings  defective  or  unclean 

. . 2 

Risk  of  contamination 

..  2 

Smoking 

. . 2 

Summary  of  Inspections  of  Food 

Premises 

Number  in 

Total  Number  of 

District 

Inspections  made 

Bakehouses 

20 

59 

Bakers’  Shops 

22 

23 

Butchers’  Shops 

33 

540 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  Canteens.  . 

84 

105 

Fish  Shops 

14 

101 

Greengrocers 

18 

40 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

132 

175 

17 


Number  in 
District 

Hawkers  . . . . . . 22 

Ice  Cream  Sellers  (plus  40  catering 

establishments)  . . . . 106 

Public  Houses  and  Guest  Houses  100 
Sweet  Shops  . . . . . . 34 


Total  Number  of 
Inspections  made 
14 

57 

68 

22 


Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

The  East  Sussex  County  Council  delegated  to  this  Council 
all  their  powers  and  duties  of  inspection  and  licensing  of  plants 
under  the  Order. 

Ten  applications  were  received  for  licences  to  operate  swill 
boiling  plants,  and,  as  the  plants  conformed  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Order  and  were  so  situated  as  not  to  be  a nuisance  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  licences  were  issued  in  every  case. 


Housing 

Only  little  progress  was  made  with  the  Council’s  Slum 
Clearance  Programme,  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  few  Council 
houses  were  completed  during  the  year  and  therefore  re-housing 
of  families  from  such  properties  could  not  be  effected.  However, 
a start  was  made  on  the  erection  of  forty-six  dwellings  at  Horam 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  these  dwellings  will  be  completed  during 
1958,  when  doubtless  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  can  again 
proceed. 

An  appeal  was  made  to  the  County  Court  against  the  issue 
of  Demolition  Orders  on  six  wooden  chalets.  Although  the 
judge  agreed  that  the  properties  were  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  could  not  be  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense,  he  accepted  an 
undertaking  from  the  owner  that  when  the  chalets  became  empty 
they  would  not  be  relet  and  adjourned  the  case  sine  die. 

It  was  also  necessary  to  institute  court  proceedings  against 
an  owner  for  failure  to  comply  with  a Notice  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  to  carry  out  works  of  repair  and  weatherproofing, 
and  the  court  made  a fine  of  f \ and  ordered  that  the  works  be 
carried  out  within  14  days. 

The  Council  received  56  applications  for  Improvement 
Grants  and,  of  this  number,  37  were  granted,  15  refused,  2 with- 
drawn and  2 were  still  under  consideration.  Repayment  with 
interest  was  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of  2 Improvement 
Grants  made  in  former  years. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  advice 
was  given  to  a considerable  number  of  landlords  and  tenants 

18 


regarding  the  provisions  affecting  repairs  and  tenure,  especially 
in  those  cases  where  notices  of  increase  in  rent  had  been  served. 
From  the  relatively  small  number  of  applications  received  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  it  is  quite  evident  that  generally  landlords 
and  tenants  have  settled  amicably  between  themselves  the 
question  of  rent  increases  and  repairs  necessary  to  the  respective 
houses. 

Less  than  twenty  applications  for  housing  accommodation 
have  been  made  to  the  Council  from  tenants  who  have  received 
notice  to  quit  under  the  decontrol  sections  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957, 
but  no  doubt  there  are  a larger  number  who  have  been  given 
notice  to  quit  but  who  are  making  or  have  made  their  own  private 
arrangements  to  obtain  housing  accommodation. 

It  is  quite  clear  that  in  this  Rural  District  landlords  of  the 
older  and  poorer  type  of  property,  let  generally  at  rents  of  less 
than  7s.  6d.  per  week,  have  not  availed  themselves  of  the  rent 
increases  permitted  under  the  Rent  Act  in  view  of  the  extent 
and  costly  nature  of  the  repairs  required.  These  houses  will 
therefore  need  to  be  dealt  with  in  due  course  either  under 
Section  9 or  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  requiring  the 
execution  of  repairs  or  the  closure  or  demolition  of  the  worst 
properties. 

Details  of  the  applications  received  under  the  Rent  Act, 
1957,  and  the  action  taken,  are  as  follows: — 

Part  I — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 


Number  of  applications  for  certificates  . . . . 22 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  . . Nil 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  . . 22 

(i a ) In  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  . . 15 

(6)  In  respect  of  all  defects  . . . . . . 7 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  para- 
graph 5 of  the  First  Schedule  . . . . 7 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 
proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  . . . . Nil 

Number  of  certificates  issued  . . . . . . 9 


Part  II — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancellation 


of  certificates  . . . . . . . . 3 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  . . Nil 

Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’ 
objection  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  . . . . 1 
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Housing  Statistics 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  as  a result  of 

formal  or  informal  procedure  . . . . 9 

Number  of  houses  closed  under  Closing  Orders  made  under 
Section  10  of  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953  . . . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  Undertaking 
under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  still 
in  force  . . . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  families  rehoused  by  Local  Authority  from  houses 

either  demolished  or  closed  . . . . 4 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . 3 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

under  the  Public  Health  Acts  . . . . 2 

Milk  and  Dairies 

There  were  forty-five  retailer/producers  and  distributors 
registered  for  the  sale  of  milk  in  this  area  at  the  end  of  December, 
this  is  a decrease  of  two  during  the  year.  There  has  been  a 
marked  tendency  for  grocers  and  similar  shops  to  carry  small 
quantities  of  bottled  milk  for  sale  to  their  customers,  especially 
in  the  more  urbanised  parts  of  the  district  where  the  small 
distributor  has  sold  out  to  the  large  dairies. 

All  supplies  of  heat  treated  milk  are  obtained  from  sources 
outside  the  district. 

The  monthly  sampling  of  consumer  samples  has  continued, 
the  raw  milk  supplies  being  given  priority,  and  the  samples  are 
despatched  by  train  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Brighton, 
for  examination.  The  results  are  summarised  below: — 

Biological  Examination  No.  of  Samples 


Infected  with  M.  Tuberculosis  . . Nil 

Infected  with  Brucella  Melitensis  . . Nil 

Infected  with  Brucella  Abortus  . . 1 

Satisfactory  . . . . . . 37 

38 

Methylene  Blue  Test  Raw  Milk  Pasteurised 

Satisfactory  . . . . 28  8 

Unsatisfactory  . . . . 2 Nil 

30  8 
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Below  is  a summary  of  reports  received  from  other  authorities 
on  milk  produced  in  this  area: — 


No.  of  Samples 


Infected  with  M.  Tuberculosis 
Infected  with  Brucella  Abortus 


3 

12 


Two  cows  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order 
from  herds  producing  infected  milk. 

With  one  exception,  there  were  no  retail  sales  from  the  herds 
where  Brucella  Abortus  was  isolated.  At  the  one,  seventy-five 
quarter  samples  were  taken  and  one  cow  was  discovered  to  be 
giving  milk  infected  with  Brucella  Abortus  and  removed  from 
the  herd. 

Two  complaints  were  received  regarding  milk  supplied  by 
distributors  from  outside  the  district,  one  was  of  a fly  in  a bottle 
and  the  other  was  of  a dirty  bottle.  In  both  instances  the 
complaints  were  taken  up  with  the  owners  of  the  bottle  filling 
establishments  and  warnings  issued. 

Food  Inspection 

The  butchers  are  continuing  their  regular  routine 
slaughtering  and  this  means  that  inspections  are  still  being 
carried  out  after  normal  office  hours.  Approximately  520  hours 
overtime  were  worked  by  the  meat  inspectors. 

The  number  of  certification  centres  under  the  Government’s 
Fatstock  Scheme  was  reduced  to  three  in  September,  but  during 
the  year  the  inspectors  issued  307  certificates  involving  837  pigs. 

Byelaws  made  under  section  68  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955,  for  securing  that  the  slaughterhouses  in  this  district  are 
kept  in  a sanitary  condition  and  are  properly  managed,  were 
made  by  the  Council  in  December,  1956,  and  approved  by  the 
Ministry  in  January,  1957,  to  come  into  operation  on  the  25th  day 
of  February,  1957. 

There  were  eight  slaughterhouses  licensed  to  31st  July,  1959, 
and  one  licensed  annually;  none  is  licensed  for  the  slaughter 
of  horses.  One  knackers’  yard  is  licensed  annually  and  is 
specifically  licensed  to  allow  the  slaughter  of  horses. 

The  slaughterhouses  and  knackers  yard  have  been  maintained 
satisfactorily  without  recourse  to  formal  action.  Forty-eight 
slaughtermen  are  licensed  by  the  Council. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  the  large  weekly  sale  of  poultry 
and  to  a poultry  servicing  station,  the  throughput  of  which  for  the 
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year  was  approximately  125,000  birds.  There  are  two  weekly 
markets  in  the  district  where  butter  and  cream  are  sold,  wild 
rabbits  were  seldom  on  offer. 

Condemned  foods  are  disposed  of  by  burial  on  the  Council’s 
refuse  tips  or  stained  and  released  to  approved  firms  for  processing 
for  purposes  other  than  human  consumption;  suitable  livers  were 
released  to  mink  farms,  of  which  there  are  several  in  the  area. 

No  formal  action  was  found  necessary  under  the  Clean 
Food  Byelaws. 

Informal  action  was  taken  against  the  occupiers  of  sundry 
unsatisfactory  premises,  which  also  included  smoking  and  the 
presence  of  animals  in  food  preparation  rooms. 

Although  food  products  gave  little  cause  for  complaint  there 
were  a few  due  to  extraneous  matters  in  bread  or  cakes,  in  each 
case  warnings  were  issued. 

Meat  and  Poultry  Inspected 

A total  of  4,909  carcases  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
which  included  178  bullocks,  117  cows,  693  heifers,  354  calves, 
1,443  sheep,  2,122  pigs  and  2 goats,  the  total  weight  of  the 
carcases  being  estimated  to  be  966,376  lb. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  withhold  6,551  lb.  of  meat  as 
unsound,  and  included  23  complete  carcases,  i.e.  1 bullock, 
1 heifer,  4 calves,  5 sheep,  11  pigs  and  1 cow. 

Instances  of  cysticercus  bovis  were  discovered  during  the 
routine  examination  of  carcases,  but  on  no  occasion  were  viable 
cysts  found  when  specimens  were  examined  at  the  pathological 
laboratories. 

During  the  year  776  hens,  312  chicken,  3 turkeys  and  5 ducks, 
making  a total  of  1,096  carcases  and  having  a weight  of  4,525  lb., 
were  found  to  be  unsound  and  were  withheld. 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and 
Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
Lambs  <S? 
Goats 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  killed 

871 

117 

367 

1,509 

2,122 

— 

No.  inspected 

871 

117 

354 

1,445 

2,122 

— 
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( Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 
in  Whole  or  in  Part — continued ) 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
Lambs  & 
Goats 

Pigs 

Horses 

All  diseases , except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

2 

4 

5 

11 

93 

15 

1 

25 

69 

_ 

10-9 

12-8 

1-4 

1 

2-1 

3*8 

— 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

1 

21 

7 

1 

_ 

31 

_ 

2-4 

6-8 

0-3 

— 

1*5 

— 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

Carcases  submit- 
ted to  treatment  i 
by  refrigeration  . . 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 



_ 

_ 

_ 

— i 

— 

— 

- 
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Miscellaneous  Unsound  Food  Condemned 


Foodstuff 
Tinned  milk 
Tinned  fruit 
Tinned  vegetables 
Tinned  fish 
Fish 

Tinned  meat 
Cooked  meat 
Paste 

Processed  cheese 
Cereals/ Cake 
Soup 
Meat  pie 
Flour 


Weight  in  lbs. 

15 

54 

. 13i 

3 

55 

H 

81 


i 

i 

15f 

i 


1 

15 


256 


Rodent  Control 

The  number  of  major  and  minor  infestations  of  rats  showed 
a slight  increase  and  there  was  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
major  infestations  of  mice,  despite  increased  visits  and  treatments 
by  the  Council  staff. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee, 
more  inspections  have  been  made  of  agricultural  premises, 
resulting  in  more  contracts  for  systematic  rat  extermination  by 
that  Committee. 

Systematic  treatment  of  the  refuse  tips,  sewage  works  and 
other  properties  owned  by  the  Council  has  kept  these  lands  and 
properties  free  from  rats.  No  10%  test  baiting  of  sewers  was 
carried  out  in  view  of  the  nil  results  obtained  from  such  tests 
during  1956. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  (including  reinspections)  4,364 
Number  of  infestations  found  (rats  and  mice) — (a)  Major  200 

(6)  Minor  358 

Number  of  treatments,  including  retreatments  . . 581 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  Statutory  Notices 
under  section  4 of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspections 

Housing  Acts  . . . . . . 374 

Housing  Act  Reinspections  . . . . 476 

Complaints  . . . . . . 92 
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(, Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspections — continued ) 

Public  Health  Nuisances 
Public  Health  Reinspections 
Offensive  Accumulations 
Keeping  of  Animals,  Birds,  etc. 

Drains  and  Sewers 

Drains  Tested 

Closet  Accommodation 

Verminous  Premises  dealt  with 

Infectious  Diseases 

Rooms  Disinfected 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

Pollution  of  Watercourses 
Water  Sources 
Water  Analyses — 

Chemical  : Satisfactory  1 Unsatisfactory  Nil 

Biological  : Satisfactory  34  Unsatisfactory  42 

Public  Cleansing 
Cesspool  Emptying 
Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 
Swimming  Pools 
Schools 
Markets 

Milk  and  Dairies 
Factories,  Workshops,  etc. 

Smoke  Observations  and  Visits 

Slaughterhouses 

Knackers’  Yards 

Meat,  Fish  and  Fruit  Shops,  etc. 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

Bakehouses 

Bakers’  Shops 

Catering  Establishments 

Ice-cream  Sellers 

Sweet  Shops 

Hawkers’  Premises  and  Vehicles 
Public  Houses  and  Guest  Houses 
Poultry  Packing  Stations 
Housing  Applicants,  etc. 

Miscellaneous 


156 

173 

19 

44 

297 

36 

3 

16 

22 

9 

141 

71 

233 


77 

1,101 

116 

699 

2 

8 

81 

73 

131 

3 

1,092 

2 

681 

175 

59 

23 

105 

57 

22 

14 

68 

148 

779 

378 


8,056 


25 


